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INITIAL VISIT
VISITING COMMITTEE REPORT —
CALIFORNIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
	This form is to be used in conjunction with the WASC Initial Visit Procedures Manual for California Public Schools and is to be used for all California Public and California Charter Schools. Note: Criteria A7 and A8 pertain only to California Charter Schools.


Part I
	Name of School:
	     

	
	

	School Address:
	     

	
	

	Grades Reviewed
	     

	
	

	School Type(s):
	     

	
	Comprehensive, Community Day School, Alternative Education/Continuation, Independent Study, Charter School, Home Study, Online Distance Learning, etc. (if more than one school type, list approximate percentages)

	
	

	Initial Visit Chair:
	

	
	

	Initial Visit Team Member(s):
	     

	
	

	Date of Visit:
	     


The Visiting Committee recommends to the Commission that       (name of school/institution) be granted       status through June 30,      .
Introduction

Write a paragraph summarizing the important information found in Part I and II of the Initial Visit Application/School Description for California Public Schools.
     
Category A:
Organization

A1. Vision and Purpose Criterion: To what extent does the school have a clearly stated vision or purpose based on its student needs, current educational research, and the belief that all students can achieve at high levels? Supported by the governing board and the central administration, to what extent is the school’s purpose further defined by expected schoolwide learning results and the academic standards? To what extent do the expected schoolwide learning results stress attainment of the academic standards?

Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
A2. Governance Criterion: To what extent does the governing board (a) have policies and bylaws that are aligned with the school’s purpose and support the achievement of the expected schoolwide learning results and academic standards based on data-driven instructional decisions for the school; (b) delegate implementation of these policies to the professional staff; and (c) monitor results regularly and approves the single schoolwide action plan and its relationship to the Local Educational Agency (LEA) plan?

Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
A3. Leadership and Staff Criterion: Based on student achievement data, to what extent does the school leadership and staff make decisions and initiate activities that focus on all students achieving the expected schoolwide learning results and academic standards? To what extent does the school leadership and staff annually monitor and refine the single schoolwide action plan based on analysis of data to ensure alignment with student needs?
Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
A4. Qualified Staff Criterion: To what extent does a qualified staff facilitate achievement of the academic standards and the expected schoolwide learning results through a system of preparation, induction, and ongoing professional development?

Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
A5. Ongoing Professional Development Criterion: How does the school ensure that the leadership and staff are involved in ongoing professional development that focuses on identified student learning needs?

Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
A6. Resources Criterion: To what extent are the human, material, physical, and financial resources sufficient and utilized effectively to support students in accomplishing the academic standards and the expected schoolwide learning results?

Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
NOTE: CRITERIA A7 AND A8 APPLY ONLY TO CHARTER SCHOOLS.
A7. Resource Planning and Fiscal Health Criterion: To what extent has the charter school governing authority and the school leadership executed responsible resource planning for the future? Is the charter school fiscally solvent and does it use sound and ethical accounting practices (budgeting/monitoring, internal controls, audits, fiscal health and reporting)?
Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
A8. Operational Standards and Procedures Criterion: To what extent has the charter school developed policies, procedures, and internal controls for managing the financial operations that meet state laws, generally accepted practices, and ethical standards?
Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
Category B:
Standards-based Student Learning: Curriculum

B1. Standards-Based Curriculum Criterion: How does the school ensure that all students participate in a rigorous, relevant, and coherent standards-based curriculum that supports the achievement of the academic standards and the expected schoolwide learning results?

Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
B2. Student Access Criterion: How does the school ensure that all students have access to the school’s entire program and assistance with a personal learning plan to prepare them for the pursuit of their academic, personal, and school-to-career goals?

Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
B3. Graduation Criterion: How does the school ensure that upon completion of the high school program, students will be able to meet all the requirements of graduation? List (or attach) the graduation requirements of the school.

Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
Category C:
Standards-based Student Learning: Instruction

C1. Challenging Learning Experiences Criterion: To achieve the academic standards and the expected schoolwide learning results, how does the school ensure that all students are involved in challenging learning experiences?
Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
C2. Strategies and Resources Criterion: To what extent does the school ensure that all teachers use a variety of strategies and resources, including technology and experiences beyond the textbook and the classroom, that actively engage students, emphasize higher order thinking skills, and help them succeed at high levels?

Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
Category D:
Standards-based Student Learning: Assessment and Accountability

D1. Data Collection and Analysis Criterion: To what extent does the school use a professionally acceptable assessment process to collect, disaggregate, analyze and report student performance data to the parents and other shareholders of the community?
Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
D2. Variety of Assessment Strategies Criterion: How does the school ensure that all teachers employ a variety of strategies to evaluate student learning? How does the school ensure that the students and teachers use these finding to modify the teaching/learning process for the enhancement of the educational progress of every student?
Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
D3. Review of Student Progress Criterion: To what extent does the school with the support of the district and community have an assessment and monitoring system to determine student progress toward achievement of the academic standards and the expected schoolwide learning results?

Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
D4. Assessment of Student Achievement Criterion: To what extent does the assessment of student achievement in relation to the academic standards and the expected schoolwide learning results drive the school’s program, its regular evaluation and improvement, and the allocation and usage of resources?
Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
Category E:
School Culture and Support for Student Personal and Academic Growth

E1. Parental and Community Involvement Criterion: To what extent does the school leadership employ a wide range of strategies to encourage parental and community involvement, especially with the teaching/learning process?
Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
E2. Culture Criterion: To what extent does the school ensure that it is a safe, clean, and orderly place that nurtures learning? To what extent is the culture of the school characterized by trust, professionalism, and high expectations for all students with a focus on continuous school improvement?

Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
E3. Student Academic Support Criterion: To what extent do all students receive appropriate support along with an individualized learning plan to help ensure academic success?

Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
E4. Student Personal Support Criterion: To what extent do all students have access to a system of personal support services, activities, and opportunities at the school and within the community?

Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
Other areas to which the school has responded or to which the committee wishes to respond. 

     
Selected statements from the school application (optional):

     
Visiting Committee comments:

     
Ongoing School Improvement

Schoolwide Areas of Strength

1.      
Critical Areas for Follow-up

1.      

Part II: Recommendations to Commission

In the table below, check the box that most closely corresponds to the school’s performance in regard to each of the criteria.

Name of School:       
Date of Visit:      
	Criterion
	Meets standard for Initial
	Meets standard for Candidacy
	Does not meet WASC standard

	A1
Vision and Purpose 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	A2.
Governance
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	A3.
Leadership and Staff
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	A4.
Qualified Staff
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	A5.
Ongoing Professional Development
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	A6.
Resources
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	A7.
Resource Planning and Fiscal Health [Charter Schools only]
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	A8.
Operational Standards and Procedures [Charter Schools only]
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	B1.
Standards-Based Curriculum
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	B2.
Students Access
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	B3.
Graduation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	C1.
Challenging Learning Experiences
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	C2.
Strategies and Resources
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	D1.
Data Collection and Analysis
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	D2.
Variety of Assessment Strategies
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	D3.
Review of Student Progress
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	D4.
Assessment of Student Achievement
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	E1.
Parental and Community Involvement
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	E2.
Culture
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	E3.
Student Academic Support
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	E4.
Student Personal Support
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Any Other Areas:      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Term Recommendation:  The recommendation of term should be based on the judgment of the team as to the school’s performance on the above criteria.

· If the school predominately meets the standard for Initial Accreditation, that recommendation should be made.

· If the school predominately meets the standard for Candidacy, that should be the recommendation.

· If the school fails to meet WASC standards in several areas or is substantially out of compliance with any important standard(s), the team should recommend Denial of affiliation.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The Initial Visit Team recommends a term of Initial Accreditation not to exceed three years.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The Initial Visit Team recommends a term of Candidacy not to exceed three years.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The Initial Visit Team recommends Denial of affiliation with WASC.


Signatures:
Chair  

Date


Member

Date 


Justification Statement

Provide a brief narrative that summarizes the Visiting Committee’s rationale for the recommended term. If there is an unresolved minority opinion, please indicate and explain. 

     
CONFIDENTIAL





CONFIDENTIAL





David E. Brown, Ph.D.


Executive Director





Accrediting Commission for Schools


533 Airport Boulevard, Suite 200


Burlingame, California 94010


(650) 696-1060   (   Fax (650) 696-1867


frivette@acswasc.org   (   www.acswasc.org





Marilyn S. George, Ed.D.


Associate Executive Director





Lee Duncan, Ed.D.


Associate Executive Director 





IMPORTANT: This recommendation is CONFIDENTIAL. It should NOT be given to the school.
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